
TALKING POINTS:

Senate Bill No. 255 (SB 255): Authorizing
Department of Environmental Protection
promulgate legislative rule relating to
antidegradation implementation proce-
dures

The Senate Natural Resources Committee
recently sent SB 255 into a subcommittee
for further review. The rule recommends
adopting the state’s antidegradation imple-
mentation procedures (60 CSR 5)—which
includes the Tier 2.5 list.

Tell committee members to maintain SB 255
as it is—providing Tier 2.5 protection for
309 of the state’s healthiest waters. The
state’s antidegradation procedures:

• Protect 309 of the state’s most eco-
logically and economically valuable
waterways as Tier 2.5— a designation
that includes waters supporting wild
trout populations, flowing through our
state parks and national forests, or
those having other unique scenic,
recreational, or ecological values.

• Protect the state’s water resources
and related economics throughout
future development in the state.

• Protect the ecological and economical
benefits of having clean water in the
future—such as natural resource
tourism, clean drinking water supplies,
and responsible waterfront develop-
ment.

• Are Clean Water Act components
requiring states to protect high quality
waters and not allow already polluted
streams to get more polluted. Each
“tier” offers a different level of protec-
tion, with Tier 3 providing the most
protection from pollution.

PLEASE CONTACT members of the Senate
Natural Resources subcommittee TODAY!

(PLEASE CONTACT SENATOR BARNES
FIRST—We need his support!)

Clark S. Barnes
County: Randolph
District: 15
E-mail: cbarnes@mail.wvnet.edu
Phone: (304) 357-7973

Walt Helmick
County: Pocahontas
District: 15
E-mail: whelmick@mail.wvnet.edu
Phone: (304) 357-7980

Randy White
County: Webster
District: 11
E-mail: crwhite@mail.wvnet.edu
Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7906

Feel free to contact West Virginia Rivers
Coalition if you have any questions:

Adam Webster
Conservation Director
West Virginia Rivers Coalition
329 Davis Avenue #7
Elkins, WV  26241
Phone: (304) 637-7201
Fax: (304) 637-7204
www.wvrivers.org

• Protect the “Wild and Wonderful”
legacy of West Virginia by providing
clean water and outstanding opportu-
nities for future generations.

• Include many popular streams such
as: the Blackwater River in Tucker
County; Cranberry, Williams, and Elk
rivers in Webster and Pocahontas
counties; Seneca Creek in Pendleton
County; Loop Creek in Fayette
County; and Elkhorn Creek in
McDowell County.


